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Sun Riders Miata Club of Tampa Bay

Dateline Tampa, FL June 6, 2001
RE: June Moon Zoom

We got rained out... We had our funny hats

and flowers, and you know we could ha
done it with a little rain, but it was com
ing down in buckets! And it didn’t look
like it was going to stop. We almost didn
make it across Tampa! We will try aga
next year (you only get one chance

year). Kathy Davis has a write-up in thj

newsletter. Thanks Kathy!

We have a picnic event this month, | kng
it is kind of short notice, but clear yol
calender for July 15th, and come and ¢
joy some shrimp with fellow Club mem
bers. Details inside.

| would like to introduce a new, recurrin
monthly event, The Breakfast Club. Th
will be less formal than the Monthl
Meeting, on Saturday mornings, and w
give you a chance to show off your c
(or whatever) to other club member
Details inside.

The club is gathering birthdays for men
bers, a list is inside. Those that have
mail, please send the information

Kevin@sunriders.com (day and mon
only is needed, but if you want to give

a good laugh, tell us the year). You m
“snail-mail” the info to the club P.O. Bo
listed on the back cover.

Finally we have a famous Sunriders A
tocross on the 21st, come and jo
Jonathan and his crew for some fast tim
Please read the related article in this
sue -Diary of an Autocross Virgiby Kim

and Joshua Adams for a new-timer’s vie
on what autocrossing is all about. Than
Kim & Joshua!

See you at the events!
Dave Tietz
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June Moon Zoom wannabes mugging it for the camera, I-r top: Dave &
anne Tietz, Kay Pearson, new Guy Gary Lynn, Ed Link, John LaVigne,
Flintsone (aka. LIoyd Davis), Kathy Davis; I-r bottom: Lloyd Pearson, Kafen
LaVigne, Ed Simon (Eileen was there but wouldn’t stay still for the came
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&‘he June Moon Zoom
aathy Davis

dampen our spirits for this adventure |

igess for all of us brave enough to vent
out into the serious deluge of water (mg
*Whan we've seen in months!!!). Wit
keany Tampa roads looking more lik
lakes than pavement, the real test was
see if our Miatas would float and if ng
could we turn around somehow and fi
another street that was NOT under wat

Seven Miatas and their drivers met at the
Tampa Port Authority to tackle this feat.
The group consisted of Ed and Eileen

Although Mother Nature tried hard toSimon, Gary Lynn, Ed Link, Kathy and

nmloyd Davis, Lloyd and Kay Pearson,

Uhappy to report that her mission wag dohn and Karen LaVigne and of course
ibust. The first annual Sun Riders JunBave and Dianne Tietz (our event origi-
eslloon Zoom was still a “howling” suct nator). The original plan of a drive across

rihe skyway and a perfectly timed view of
ra sunset and moon howling had to be put
haside due to the weather and a tour of the
every wet roads in downtown Tampa and a
5 tosit to the Wyndham Westshore com-
tmenced. The group enjoyed a very pleas-
nént meal and conversation at the sportsbar
ein the hotel.




Above: Waiting for the rain to stop...
didn’t, and infact, got worse!

It

Below: The group enjoys a great meal at the
Sports bar at the Wyatt-Wyndom after bra
ing flooded Tampa streets.
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Diary of an Autocross
Virgin

Kim and Joshua Adams

On May 12, 2001, my son and | exper

enced Autocross for the very first tim
This was to be a 17th birthday celebr
tion for my son, Joshua, and | wanted
to be something special. Well, it was mu

better than | had ever hoped it would he
| was a bit apprehensive being a “Virgjn

Autocross Driver” and did not quite kno
what to expect. My son and | did o

homework by studying the Autocross site

listed on the web site. Then we came p
pared with car and our helmet in hand

What | have not mentioned up to this po

is that | am also a new Miata owner. Comtegs shaking from an adrenaline rush | h

ing from a history of Mustangs, the Miat
is new and exciting. My need to find o
how my new toy handled without the fe
of taking out a telephone pole or two ou
weighed the fear of looking foolish i
front of all the Veteran Autocross Driv
ers.

Needless to say, | never felt like a fog

On the contrary, my son and | were
on race day with smiling faces and ¢
couragement. We were told how A
tocross worked and even had the opp
i_tunity to walk around the track as ma
| times as needed to get familiar with t
“layout. As we walked and talked with fe
Fow racers, we could feel their exciteme
'ind love for the sport, which resulted
"our feeling the same.

Rl

At last the moment arrived. With palm
sweating, eyes wide, helmet in plag
rheart racing, | waited for the green ligh
Go! | raced at speeds, which felt like 1

<

rmph, but in reality was about 30 mp
eI=Wisting, turning, shifting, braking, ac
celerating, and then it was all over.
nétopped, got out of the car with hands g

anever experienced before. Other rac
Uigreeted me and we talked and laugh
Albout what we experienced. Then we wi
tready to go again.

\We did this several times during the m

lall of us with that little grill, but they dig

o}
"ing, and then we took a break for Iunci
did not know how they were going to feed

edand did a wonderful job too! Lunch was
nfilled with great food and great conversa-
ltion.

O{e then hit the racetrack again. We raced
Yjuite a few more times and watched oth-
1®rs do the same. We also made sure that
I'we did our duty to watch for any cones
NYone astray.

in
After the races were finished, awards were

then given. My son took the award for
SFastest Virgin - Male Division” and | for
&Fastest Virgin - Female Division.” Ev-
teryone then sang “Happy Birthday” to my
PQon as he turned a beet red.

=y

Then, it was time for the Enduro run. This
fs where the racer drives the track five
ndmes consecutively. Joshua did an im-
agressive run and even came really close
L0 our Vice President’s time. That was
&gK; we did not hold it against Jonathan.
-fde had not raced his car all day, so we

cut him some slack this time!

nEinally, it was time for the free run. This
fime my son and | decided to ride shot-
un with one another. Being the first
driver, | left the gate and heard laughter

Continued on page 3
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@ few of the 500 winners from the last fe
around the track. | do not think he thoughyears. If only | could have been there
his mother could drive a car so fast an#eek ago to see the big race.

and fear in my son’s voice the entire ti

so carefully at the same time. Besid

being late for baseball practices or dqgy. | spent about 5 minutes crouched do

tor appointments, this was the first timey the floor behind Eddie Chiever’s wir
he had ever seen me drive so fast. It pg

me to admit, however, that my sg
handled the car much better than
OUCH!

After all times were tallied, my son be

ension. It's pure art. Makes a Miata lo
like a Model T.

Regarding Steve Swiger’'s announcem
Abf his impending reenlistment in th
me by .11. He says that he will never lefyiata-owner ranks, he left out some r
me forget it, either. I certainly hope not!y)ly significant details about this car. I'
Thank you, fellow racers, for helping toassuming he’s saving it for when he ac
make my son’s birthday memorable! | ally has the car and can show it off, s

A COUp|e Of e-mails won't blow his cover, but this car he

getting is pretty special, if you ask me
Ed.. Npte: Things got slow on the Club €Speedvision showed the 1971 Ste
mail list for a couple of days, so Kev

) - > "McQueen movie “Le Mans” last nigh
Morrison and Jim Poehlman discussé %

] SS€@Gnd | taped it so | could watch it tonigh
some neat sounding places they visit
while “working”. Might be a good place

) that is just about the coolest thing I'y
to take your Miata to...

ever seen. They will never again be a
to make a decent racing movie like th
It would just be too expensive and t
insurance companies would never let
ofctor drive a car like Steve McQueen @
in that movie.

From: Kevin Morrison

To: sunriders@yahoogroups.com
Sent: Sunday, June 03, 2001 8:24 PM
Subject: [sunriders] random thoughts
minor interest

Kinda quiet around here, except for t
birthday list (great idea Kathy!), so
thought I'd inflict a few observances g
you all.

nd his is one I'm going to have to get @

nally have a DVD player.

First, | just got back from a short trip toless plug. I've just started a new busine
Indianapolis for a web client of minein my spare time. Check oJ
shameless plug - www.spatechnigue.cqmvww.morrisonwebtech.com If you kno
You gotta love a city where people hangnybody in a corporate marketing depa
checkered flags on their porches and havaent anywhere or someone who own
“welcome race fans” banners in the fronwvebsite and needs more traffic, they @
yard. And I'm not talking about the peop|emy target demographic, if you refer som
who live right next to the Speedway.one to me, I'll give you a cut.

People all the way out in the ‘burbs do Jtk avin Morrison

I've never been a big fan of the rqund Team Roadster Rage

round type of racing, put that pla_ce istr |¥:Iaming Blue Weasel Motorsports

the Mecca of racing in the US, if not the\1orrison Web Technologies

world. Lots of history. Spec Miata #89

After | finished up at my client’s plac
Saturday afternoon, I took a little side trjPrq which Jim Poehiman replied:
to the Speedway and went to the Indy

museum. Lots of cool cars in there. Th
have a great many of the cars that h

won the 500, going back to the very
ginning in the 1909-1910 time frame, &d elt bu_gkle and Stetson hat manufact
ng facility.... Yeeee Haaaa. | flew up he

well as a modern F1 car, a number of s d ) .
nificant sports cars from the ‘60's (Ford® Saturday (a day early for sight-seein

GT, Maserati Birdcage, Ferrari 250) and SPent all day today driving through tt

'm sitting in a motel room in Columbus
T. I'm here for a couple days installin

&dvatched the end of it already, and dan

IDVD, to keep until the day when | actu

beSome Sun servers in a... Now get this.. ﬁ

VBeartooth mountains (DAMN | wish | had
&e Spykster up here) and then through
the northern third of Yellowstone National

f was only $3 to get in, and well worthPark. You know the saying that a picture

s worth a thousand words?... Well, being
_there is worth a bazillion! If you've never

iM$ng 1998 car, just studying the rear syd€en here, you gotta do it. It's incredible

swvhat this country of ours has.

| started in the local “lowlands” at around
500" elevation. | took route 78 out of
eColumbus and headed towards Wyoming.
eBetween Columbus and the park is the
nAbsaroka Range. To get around the range
dJ-had to drive through Beartooth Pass to
H @n elevation just below 11,000'... And at
sthat elevation, | drove through a heavy

snow storm... Luckily | rented a new Isuzu

Rodeo 6-cyl 4x4... nice vehicle for the
Vrea. Anyway, heading towards the pass
'was a blast... | can just imagine driving
these rolling twisties in a Miata.

Q"

"entered the northeast entrance of the
sigark, and was overwhelmed by the tow-
L€ring snow-capped mountains skirted by
hswift moving clouds. The narrow passage
aipto the park opened wide and revealed
ighe lush Lamar Valley. Just like Wild
Kingdom, the valley was teaming with
wildlife along the Yellowstone river. A
air of elk and their two young were frol-
“icking along the river, buffalo were graz-
ing on the acres of spring grass, and a

Oh, I almost forgot, here’s another shamezaribou was foraging for a snack in a

2Sdearing on the mountainside... As if
tDisney had scripted this landscape him-
vself.

rtI continued on through another range
i Sassing by Mount Washburn and Prospect
VBeak. | bought gas (at two bucks a gal-
efon) at Canyon Village... The young guy
that pumped my gas (self serve, not an
option) was from Georgia and his grand-
parents live on Indian Rocks Beach. Any-
way (again), | drove back towards the
north by Mount Holmes, again seeing
quite a few caribou and elk. | made it to
Mammoth Hot Springs three hours into
the park. You'd like this Kevin, being a
geologist and all, the mountainside is cov-
'ered and terraced with mineral deposits
Yfrom the sulfur laden springs that emerge

.Jr om the ground in the area.

rBecause of time, | didn't make it into the
gpouthern two-thirds of the park... That'll
£e next time, | hope.

Jim




Fall MADS and Rotary Expo

| wanted to let everyone know about th
event. It is usually held in either Virgini
or West Virginia. In 1999, it was held &
Summit Point, West Virginia. In 2000,
was held at Virginia International Rac
way (VIR), just outside of Danville, Vir-
ginia. In 2001, it will again be held at VIR
Mark your calendar for September 1&
2001. You may want to mark off the Fr
day before and Monday after as well f
travel time. VIR is located on the Virginig
North Carolina state line. Last year
members of the RX-7 Club of Florida +
guest attended the event. | had a gr
time, and | am sure the others who
tended enjoyed it as well! Fall MADS an
Rotary Expo brings rotary and Miata ow
ers from all over the East Coast to th
track and non-track event.

For those of you wanting to run on th
track. Good news. Last year we ran onj
the North Course, which is 2.3 miles lon
And it was awesome! The off camb

turns and upgrades and downgrades m

akend for those of you who just love RX-

_for a fun track. However, this year the Full’'s or Miatas, it is a great time to just go

'Rourse will be run! It is 3.3 miles long
?and has even steeper inclines/declin
Uyust for comparison, Sebring is 3.7 mil
:Iong and the Moroso/Homestead ro
“'courses are about 2.2 miles long. F
2000, the cost to run on both days w

7‘$275.00 (payable in advance, but well
Cworth it!). | have a feeling it may cost|a

“little more to run in 2001, as we will hay
:;full use of the track.

4or those of you who don't run your ¢
Zon the track, there was an autocross. |
cgpt know if there will be one again, but
Livould think there would be one. They h
gan excellent turnout for the autocross |
hyear. Cost to run in the autocross: $10
iéas of 2000)

For those of you who want to show @
grour car, there is a car show just for R

| dis/rotaries and Miatas. There are diffe

gent classes for the RX-7s and Miat
~(stock, modified, sound systems, eto
Car show costs $5.00 to enter (as of 20(

,and browse and meet people from all over.

e3b come and watch and meet people the

esost to you is FREE!

A nless you know someone who lives in
Oanville, VA or Milton, NC (town is clos-
d8st to VIR), you'll have to figure in the
Pltost of lodging. Food and gas are the other
major expenses. Last year, the Howard
€Johnson in Danville, VA was the head-
qguarter hotel. | believe it will be the hotel
arof choice too. If you want to stay here,
dou’ll want to make reservations early.
IThere will be discounted rooms available.

A¢or more information check out http:/

A3%ww.mscw.com/schools2001.html. This
O[Qage will give information about last
year’s event. | am sure the page will be
flupdated as the event progresses.

XGil Gredinger
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Birthday List (so far)

January
12 Jonathan Skinner

February

07 Molly Norris
03 Ed Simon

19 Ed Link

25 Lloyd Pearson
28 Richard Oster

March
18 Joe McCormick

April

10 Lo An Nguyen-Linthicum
10 Steve Robin

11 Geena Giacimetti

28 Kay Pearson

May

02 Ryan Berringer
15 Jim Pullin

16 Joshua Adams
21 Doug Presnell

28 Dave Tietz

30 Dianne Tietz

June

16 Nicole Shaffer
17 Myk Freeman
15 Pam Barker

July

09 Beborah Oster

19 Tammy Ware

27 Judy Davis McCormick

August

08 Gary Lynn

17 Kim Adams

22 Kevin Morrison
25 Nancy Bickner
27 Ken Eldridge

September
09 George Bickner
14 Paul Williamson

October

10 Maggie Seymour
11 Lloyd Davis

14 Kathy Davis

29 Tammy Berringer

November

04 Eileen Simon
15 Henry Silva
16 Mike Benishek
18 Fritz Kloepfel
23 Jon Vielhaber

December

03 Dewaine Norris
05 Paul Shaffer
16 Doro Anderson
19 Sandi Scott

22 Andrea Shaffer
31 Don Reese
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Breakfast Club

| would like to introduce a informal monthly event that
been a great success in one of my other car clubs. We
monthly breakfast get-together, not connected with any o

event, just to jaw & look at each other’s mugs and cars.

club member volunteers his/her favorite restaurant an
ranges for appx. 20 people to meet and have breakfast t
If there may be some interesting thing to do afterwards, t

n

do
he

a
e
at’

a bonus! It should start at 9:00 am (I know we all have sfuf

to do on Saturdays.) | had to do 10:00 am this time, bec
that’s when the restaurant opens!

gas station there. Turn north (right) and look on the left
of the street (about a quarter mile). There will be som

Dave

Date: August 4, 2001
Time: 10:00 am
Place: The French Hen

596 Indian Rocks Road North
Bellair Bluffs, FL
727/586-6316

e
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Map to John Chestnut Sr. Park
Shrimp in the Park Event

USH9  j0hn Chestnut

Sr. Park

Palm @
Harbor Tv\@ The park is about

2 miles north of

Tampa Rd. Tampa Rd on East
= Lake Rd.
Curlew Rd.
S — 7:3

us

np,

Q

o | %
McMullen-Booth Rd

Turns into East Lake Rd.

u§

Club Events

We are always looking for fun activities and events. If you have an idea,

don't be bashful! Something that you enjoy is likely to be enjoyed by
aother club members also. Contact Pam if you have suggestions for events
r or would like to volunteer to organize an activity.

All events are open to all Sun Riders Miata Club members, their guests,
- and prospective members unless otherwise noted.

€if you have questions about any of our activities or events, please con-
5 tact the event organizer if one is named or Pam Barker at 727-415-3217
or pam@sunriders.com.

€For quick event information, or to leave a message for the club leader-
ship, call the SunRiders' official information hotline at 813-225-4240

Shrimp In the Park

Sunday, July 15 - 12:00 PM - You are invited to the first Club Shrimp
Boil, in John Chestnut Sr. Park on July 15, 2001. The Club will supply
the shrimp and boiling water and you supply everything else. Bring a
dish to pass, your most exotic, and your appetite. Single guys - cinna-
mon rolls, pies, dinner rolls are some of the items you may buy... Ehhh,
bake for the event. If you don't like shrimp, there should be some other
casseroles if the law of averages apply.

We meet in Pavilion #6. John Chestnut Sr. Park is at 2200 East Lake
Road in Palm Harbor (see map at left). There is a super playground if
you have kids, hiking trails and gators in the ponds (you may want to
keep an eye on the kids). This is a rain or shine event (in fact it may be
cooler if it rains).

D

Come on and get over the 4th of July celebrations with some seriously
good eating!

Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, July 17, - 6:30 PM social - 7:00 PM dinner and meeting. New
meeting location at the Paradise Restaurant located at 443 Main Street
in Safety Harbor. Parallel parking is available along Main Street and we
will meet in the private dining room.

SunRiders Autocross

Saturday, July 21, 2001 : Series 2001 event number four. The Fourth
Annual Evening Autocross. Beat the heat with us by autocrossing into
the night under the lights. Registration starts at 2:00 PM, driver's meet-
ing at 3:30. Registration closes at 3:30. Be there before 3:30 or be a
spectator! This is a great way to improve your driving skills in a place
where you can't get a ticket and you can't hurt your car. If you are not a
member of the SunRiders, you are still welcome to participate. You don't
even have to own a Miata, any type of car can come. Cost will be $25
and that will include a lunch. Spectators can eat lunch with us for $5.
Call Jonathan Skinner at 727-784-5529 for more details. A few helmets
will be available for rental for $5. Read this short article about what to
expect at a SunRiders autocross. Beginners are welcome. The event
will be held at the St. Petersburg Junior College - Allstate Campus in St.
Petershurg, at the Southeastern Public Safety Institute.

The Campus is located at 3200 34th Street South, St. Petersburg.

Directions from I-275 Southbound:

Take Exit #6, which is 22nd Avenue South

Directions from 1-275 Northbound:

Take Exit #5, which is also 22nd Avenue South

Head West on 22nd Avenue South to 34th Street

Go left at the light onto 34th Street South. (this is also known as US 19)
Head South for about a half-mile, SPJC-Allstate Center will be on your
left, across from Florida Power.

Breakfast Club
Saturday, August 4, 2001 - The French Hen - details at left.
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Join Us at Our C|ub Meetings President Pam Barker 727/415-3217
We meet the third Tuesday of each month at the Paradisg \ ;.o president p?&?til;?\rglfiﬁhﬁm 727/784-5509
thZ?::L;:a;]'té()tlrpernkICklng starts at 6:30 pm, the meetipg jonathan@sunriders.com
o ) ' ) Secretary Cherie Turner 727/577-1513
Visit the club’s web page at: www.sunriders.com cherie@sunriders.com
Call the Event Hotline at 813/225-4240 for the latest evgnt | Treasurer Sandi Scott 7271372-8617
information. sandi@sunriders.com
Board Member Kevin Morrison 813/222-050p
kevin@sunriders.com
Board Member Jim Poehlman 727/895-4224
ragtop@sunriders.com
Board Member Don Reese 941/739-0104
don@sunriders.com
Newsletter Editor Dave Tietz, 727/321-3809
dave@sunriders.com
Webmaster Kevin Morrison 813/222-050P

kevin@sunriders.com
Club Merchandise llona Wessling (home)  727/376-24384
(work)  727/937-8247

Stuff the Lawyers make us say: All opinions expressed in this news-
letter are those of the authors. They do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the SunRiders Miata Club, Miata Club of America, Mazda
Paradise Restaurant Motors, or the Board of Directors of any of these organizations. Tech-
443 Main Street nical advice given is based on the writers’ experience with their par-
ticular cars. Unless otherwise stated, these procedures are not “Fac-
Safety Harbor, FL tory Approved”. SunRiders assumes no responsibility for the use or
727/725-0618 misuse of any information presented herein. Use any information at
your own risk. Some assembly required, batteries not included. Keep
away from small children and point away from face when lighting.




